Collaborative atmosphere: rectal pouching in the burn center.
Collaborative practice between nursing specialties opens up opportunities for expanded and improved quality care. Rectal pouching in the burn center is one of these options; it was used in this case with a patient who received cultured epithelial autograft. Pouching practices from the literature are reviewed. A description of rectal pouching to provide stool containment and protection of the wound bed is detailed. Problems with the pouching procedure and potential solutions are also discussed. A summary statement of this highly successful method of stool containment, which is used to guard against wound infection, concludes the article.